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This is a copy or the original manuscript that was based upon the 
collection and manuscript of Tennojiya, Chobei entitled Kecho Ruien (refer: 
Coins of Japan by Dr. Munro). The Toyama Prefecture Library has tms copy 
and indicates the author was Lord Maeda. This is incorrect. 

Tennojiya, Chobei had a large and unique collection of coins from 
Japan, China and Vietnam as well as other countries. The original Kecho 
Ruien that was prepared for Lord Maeda and had illustrations. That 
manuscript is lost and only this early 1696 summary in the Toyama 
Prefectural Library remains. 


There are two other copies (not available on line) of Tennojiya's 
original manuscript. The National Diet Library has a 3 volume copy of the 
original Tennojiya manuscript. Also the Cambridge University Library has a 
partial copy of the original Tennojiya manuscript. I estimate that 
Tennojiya's collection had a least 2,000 different coins and duplicates of 
many of those coins. Eventually his collection was transferred to Uno, 
Maneaki and when Uno died another noted numismatist Kutsuki (Kuchiki) 
Matsatsuna purchased the coins Uno possessed. Later these coins were 
sold and some are in the British Museum as well as the Ashmolean 
Museum. 
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